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FIFA Women’s World 
Cup Pride House 
June 26 - July 5th, 2015 Vancouver opened its 
doors to welcome the world to watch the 
FIFAWWC.  Pride House was created to 
develop a safe and inclusive space for Gender 
& Sexual Minorities GSM LGBT athletes, family, 
friends and fans to watch and be their 
authentic selves.

PRIDEHOUSE 
REPORT

J U LY 9 ,  2 0 1 5

1216 Bute Street, Vancouver, BC

Performer: Cat Mac & the Cats

Performer: Sara Wheeler



The goal of Pride House Vancouver at the FIFA Women’s 
World Cup was to: 

� Raise the visibility both on a local and international 

level that Vancouver is a safe, inclusive, and diverse 
community.  
� Provide a fun, safe and inclusive space for people to 

come together and celebrate queer art, sports and 
culture at an international sporting event (FIFA Women’s 
World Cup)  

� Demonstrate the city’s commitment in fostering a 

vibrant and inclusive neighbourhood where residents 
and visitors can come together to watch the games.  

Pride House 
Programming 
The FIFA Women’s World Cup Pride House was open 
from June 26th through to July 5th encompassing six 
game days  (June 26, 27, 30, July 1st, 4th, and 5th) and 
four non games days (June 28, 29 and July 2, 3).  
Headline artist included: 

Queer As Funk http://queerasfunk.com/ 

Kate Reid http://katereid.net/  

Sarah Wheeler http://sarahwheeler.com/ 

Root N Branch http://bit.ly/RootNBranch  

Pride House also welcomed an amateur band to play at 
the pavilion, Cat Mac and the Cats.  The Vancouver 
Frontrunners were the only sports club that was able to 
have an official club event at the pavilion.  Other sports 
clubs did not have enough time to gather their 
membership or they were occupied with attending the 
actual FIFAWWC matches.  

Attendance 
Over the ten day period we welcomed an estimated 957 
visitors from eight countries including: USA (NY, CA, FL, 
OR, MN, MO, MT, PA, and OH), Ireland, UK, Japan, Spain, 
Brazil, Germany and Switzerland.  We also welcomed 
visitors from across Canada including BC, AB, ON and 
NB. 

Game days were much busier than non game days and 
the best turn out was for the final weekend with Pride 
House headliner “Queer as Funk” and the final match 
between USA vs. Japan. 

  

Social Media 
Pride House Vancouver’s success was primarily on social 
media.  Fans from around the globe could follow via 
#PrideHouse or @PrideHouse2010 @GayWhistler Twitter, 
Instagram and Facebook. Total impressions saw nearly 
150K on Instagram + 600K on Twitter. 5,126 on 
Facebook fan Page of Pride House. 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#pridehouse

Twitter

Free Hashtracking ExplorerPlus Report, brought to you in realtime by Hashtracking.com.
Sign up for a Free Trial to follow this tag.

Twitter Collection Started: 6/28/2015 4:20 pm
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Toronto Police  @torontopolice
Toronto Police Corp Comm Emergency call 911/NonEm
erg 4168082222 or TDD 4164670493 Account is not monitored 24/7

132,407

Dawn Chubai @dawnchubai
I play for a living. #Television Host, #Jazz Singer iTunes 
& Actress who ONLY plays #Reporters. #Periscope #instagram htt
p://t.co/K1ZRlHl4zi

11,073

Dr. Hedy Fry @hedyfry
Member of Parliament for Vancouver Centre. Physician. 
Mom. Grandma. @Liberal_Party Health Critic. Liberal Cabinet 1996
2002. True Grit.

10,156

see more

Most Influential
FOLLOWERS

Dean Nelson @gaywhistler
Yearround #LGBT promoter of #Whistler to the #gay an
d #lesbian community, and promotes and produces the annual #Gay
SkiWeek – #WhistlerPRIDE Jan2331,2016

77

Pride House @pridehouse2010
Celebrating diversity at the 2010 Olympic Winter Games 
+ 2015 FIFA Women's World Cup by creating a dialogue on homoph
obia within sports.

22

MGC Mr Gay Canada @mrgaycanada
MGC's purpose is to provide an opportunity by creating 
a positive image for young gay men to make a ‘difference’ and be ac
cepted within their own communities.

7

see more

Most Tweets
TWEETS

Transcript
Dean Nelson @GAYWhistler

Mon Jul 06 2015 15:54:30 GMT0700 (PDT) Reply Retweet Favorite

Dean Nelson @GAYWhistler

Mon Jul 06 2015 15:48:28 GMT0700 (PDT) Reply Retweet Favorite

Dean Nelson @GAYWhistler

Mon Jul 06 2015 15:38:46 GMT0700 (PDT) Reply Retweet Favorite

Dean Nelson @GAYWhistler

Sun Jul 05 2015 19:16:43 GMT0700 (PDT) Reply Retweet Favorite

Alison Grrrman @AGrrrman

Sun Jul 05 2015 18:47:35 GMT0700 (PDT) Reply Retweet Favorite

Dean Nelson @GAYWhistler

Sun Jul 05 2015 18:47:27 GMT0700 (PDT) Reply Retweet Favorite

Connie Buna @conniebuna

Sun Jul 05 2015 18:41:10 GMT0700 (PDT) Reply Retweet Favorite

Some of the #FIFAWWC #PrideHouse magic in #Vancouver at Day 10, closing celebrations with… https://t.co/Fx1gsYo2mU

Really appreciated Caryl Dolinko coming out to share in the celebration of the #FIFAWWC #PrideHouse.… https://t.co/puTw6asRUi

#OpenArms at the #FIFAWWC #PrideHouse #USA wins over #JPN 52 in #vancouver #beYourself #lgbt #gay… https://t.co/8UUoDTKHkz

The final presentation of the #FIFAWWC #PrideHouse is @Queer_As_Funk! Club xyyvr is hopping lets get… https://t.co/BETLwgdBtT

RT @GAYWhistler: #PrideHouse at the #FIFAWWC final show begins at 7pm #vancouver xyyvr @queer_as_funk @ XYYVR https://t.co/44HDRa35aY

Patio is rock'n post #USA win over #JPN at the #PrideHouse for #FIFAWWC at xyyvr @ XYYVR https://t.co/ziJyK62dbI

RT @GAYWhistler: #PrideHouse at the #FIFAWWC final show begins at 7pm #vancouver xyyvr @queer_as_funk @ XYYVR https://t.co/44HDRa35aY
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#pridehouse

Instagram

Free Hashtracking ExplorerPlus Report, brought to you in realtime by Hashtracking.com.
Sign up for a Free Trial to follow this tag.

Instagram Collection Started: 7/31/2014 12:16 am
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 _rainbowradio
LGBT Radio show!!  Bringing u the hottest news, knowledge,  & coup
les in the LGBTQ Community!!!! Click the link to check out archived e
pisodes!!!

9,152

Amnesty International Norway amnesty_norge
Vi gir oss ikke før menneskerettighetene gjelder for alle!

5,553

Do You Even Selfie Bro? poppa_squats
a selection of snapshots. dork.

4,638

Yes Homo, All The Homo mylittlehomo
Let's get one thing straight
I'm not 
Cass|15|42000|TheySheHe|♉ |
HISTORY WAS MADE �62615�
Pansexual & Genderfluid �����

2,668

Bögministeriet bogministeriet
Swedens first and gayest podcast. Sveriges mest bögiga podcast. St
ockholm/Sweden. Nytt avsnitt varje fredag.

2,613

Waldito Monsalve   cubandragon05
South Florida �
2 ⃣8 ⃣ / � / ♈ 
MIA Based Flight Attendant ✈ 
#ProfessionalGypsy �

2,150

Daniel Carvalho danielfcarvalho81
� Regular guy�
� From Fortaleza/Brazil�
� Miami living�

1,314

Dean Nelson gaywhistler
Executive Producer of the annual #Gay & Lesbian ski/Snowboard we
ek in #Whistler BC  #WhistlerPRIDE 
#followme @gaywhistler | #Travel & SM contributor

1,242

Jonas Norén jonasnoren.se
Photographer from Sweden  trying to make the world a better and m
ore beautiful place everyday �

1,239

Matthew Kilgore matthewkilgore
actor/singer/dancer/pianist/lover/hater/volunteer/activist/photographe
r/friend
www.matthewkilgore.net

1,139

Most Influential
FOLLOWERS

Dean Nelson gaywhistler
Executive Producer of the annual #Gay & Lesbian ski/Snowboard we
ek in #Whistler BC  #WhistlerPRIDE 
#followme @gaywhistler | #Travel & SM contributor

67

Örebro Pride orebropride
Örebro Pride Festival  2015 2730 augusti #orebropride<3rfslorebro

33

Ramazan Onkollar oedipuselectra
Toronto �   Izmir �

6

Josh Rosenzweig joshuad510 4

GONE FOR THE WEEK lgbt.rainbow.fukkin.pride
LGBTQ+!� �  ♂♂ ♀♀
It Gets Better. Just hang in there :)
You wanna argue with me? BRING IT!!

3

OPS Pride Network opspridenetwork
The OPN is an organization of volunteers that support and foster LG
BTQ inclusion in the workplace for OPS employees and Broader Pub
lic Sector partners

3

Billie Jean billiejeanhq
Find me on Twitter and Facebook by searching #BillieJeanHQ

2

 farida_a_a 2

Bögministeriet bogministeriet
Swedens first and gayest podcast. Sveriges mest bögiga podcast. St
ockholm/Sweden. Nytt avsnitt varje fredag.

2

NFKristiania nfkristiania 2

see more
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FIFAWWC Pride House Instagram Snap Shot

FIFAWWC Pride House Twitter Report
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#PrideHouse
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HIGHLIGHTS 
FROM THE 

2015 VANCOUVER 
FIFA WOMEN’S 

WORLD CUP 
PRIDE HOUSE 
Pride House gave athletes a vehicle to engage and 
discuss homophobia within Sport.  Retired team Canada 
and Soccer Hall of Fame, Carrie Serwetnyk along with 
some other women professional athletes came 
out at Pride House.  The pavilion gave 
Carrie an opportunity to promote her 
non-profit foundation Equal Play FC 
and sell the official Pride House 
pendent, Kiwkw, designed by 
Vancouver First Nations artist 
Corrine Hunt.  Erin McLeod, FIFA 
Team Canada keeper was able to 
promote her “Unity Scarf” 
produced by Vancouver fashion 
designer, Adelle Renaud and 
Vancouver Coast Salish artist Debra 
Sparrow.  

Social Media 
The social media engagement from around the world 
was extraordinary.  By sharing photos, videos, and 
updates via Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Vine we 
were able to create a virtual Pride House to help 
connect people and make them feel a part of the 
pavilion experience.  Officially the reach on Facebook 
was recorded at 5,126 impressions, however we know 
this number is much higher as it did not account for 
shares that were posted on people’s individual 
Facebook accounts as well as partner fan pages like 
Peau de Loup, NuCerity, XY, and community pages like 
Vancouver Frontrunners, HIM - Health Initiative for Men, 
QMUNITY, OUT Vancouver, etc..  

Connecting Community 
What was special about Pride House was how it was 
able to bring various community groups together that 
would not normally interact or be at the same venue at 
the same time.  We had various Lesbian groups that left 
the comforts of Commerical Drive to come into the 
heart of Davie Village to cheer on their favorite teams.  
We had older men and women take in some of the 
cultural programming that would not normally visit.  
Pride House saw some of the regular “Bear” Pump Jack 
crowd visit the pavilion and ended up staying 
throughout the week.  We also had various straight allies 
come and show their support of the pavilion and 
celebrate our diversity. 

Vancouver: Inclusive 
by Nature 

Opening day of Pride House was 
incredibly special. Friday, June 26th 

the Supreme Court of the United 
States (SCOTUS) voted in favor of 
Marriage Equality for all of 
America. Pride House was able 
to celebrate this victory as 
Canada prepared to celebrate a 

decade of Marriage Equality and 
shared stories of our inclusive 

nature with our visitors. Through 
word of mouth and via social media 

visitors were able to find the pavilion and 
meet new people from far and wide.  New 

friendships were formed and some friendships mended 
as we cheered on Team Canada or our favorite teams. A 
new appreciate for how hard these FIFA Women’s World 
Cup athletes played.  In the final match between the 
USA vs. Japan, Abby Wambach (USA) shares a 
passionate kiss as she celebrated with her wife, Sarah 
Huffman, one of the most significant events in her 
sporting career - fearless and in the moment.  What was 
significant about this image was that just five years ago 
that would have been a tragic career limiting move.  
Today, as with heterosexual athletes, this was viewed as 
“normal” and is what the spirit of Pride House was all 
about. We have created a safer environment for our 
athletes to be their authentic selves. 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Homophobia in Canadian 
Sports 
Recent international study on homophobia in sports reveals 
that Canada still has a lot of work to do in making sports safer. 
Visibility of Pride House and education in schools and sporting 
organizations is helping to make the change for the better.

66%

70%

SHARE THIS AND 
RAISE AWARENESS
OF THE PROBLEM 
AND SOLUTIONS 

 
The #1 way to help gay teammates  
is by offering to be an ally
Coaches need to make it clear that 
LGBTQ athletes are welcome
Homophobic humour and slurs 
need to end

THE LARGEST AND FIRST INTERNATIONAL STUDY OF NEARLY 9500 
GAY & STRAIGHT PEOPLE REVIEWED BY 7 INTERNATIONAL ACADEMICS 
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.. THE MOST LIKELY LOCATION OF 

HOMOPHOBIA IS SPECTATOR STANDS 
AND SCHOOL PE CLASS

BELIEVE AN OPENLY 
GAY PERSON WOULD 
NOT  BE VERY SAFE AS
A SPECTATOR AT A 
SPORTS EVENT

YOUTH SPORTS (UNDER 22): 
MOST GAY PEOPLE  PLAY TEAM 
SPORTS BUT... 

86% OF GAY 
MEN AND 89% 
OF LESBIANS 

BELIEVE YOUTH TEAM SPORTS IS 
NOT SAFE FOR GAY PEOPLE

are completely or partially in the 
closet while playing youth sports. 
Many fear discrimination from 
players and officials 

HAVE HEARD VERBAL SLURS
SUCH AS “FAGGOT” OR “DYKE”

OF THOSE WHO HAVE     
BEEN TARGETED :

HAVE BEEN BULLIED

13% 
OF LESBIANS 

OF GAY  MEN OF LESBIANS
84% 88% 

THINGS WE CAN ALL DO

designed by jsd.com.au

HAVE RECEIVED VERBAL THREATS

26% 
OF GAY MEN 

20% 
OF STRAIGHT MEN

16% 
OF LESBIANS 

41% 
OF GAY MEN 

13% 
OF LESBIANS 

23% 
OF GAY MEN 

SEE THE FULL STUDY @ 
WWW.OUTONTHEFIELDS.COM

HAVE BEEN PHYSICALLY ASSAULTED

BELIEVE GAY PEOPLE ARE
“NOT AT ALL ACCEPTED” OR 
“ACCEPTED A LITTLE” OR ONLY 
“MODERATELY ACCEPTED”
 IN SPORTS CULTURE

81%
OF PARTICIPANTS HAVE 
WITNESSED OR EXPERIENCED 
HOMOPHOBIA IN SPORTS 

57% 
OF GAY MEN

45% 
OF LESBIANS

HAVE BEEN PERSONALLY TARGETED

www.outonthefields.com

Most believe sports are more 
homophobic than the rest of society 

64%

HOMOPHOBIA 
IN CANADIAN 
SPORTS
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Performer: Kate Reid

Performer: Queer as Funk

Performer: Root N Branch

Dean Nelson + Caryl Dolinko
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
The importance of Pride Houses at major international sporting events is still very important and topical.  Our 
recommendations for the City of Vancouver in activating other future Pride Houses are as follows: 

1.  At the bid process of hosting a major international sporting event a Pride House activation would be presented 
as part of the bid. It would be an expectation from the Games organizing body that a Pride House be activated and 
that they would fully endorse and make Gender and Sexual Minorities GSM/LGBT as part of their desire to make the 
sporting environment safe and inclusive for all. 

2. Recommend having an information tent within the official “Fan Zone” to create the opportunity to engage a 
wider audience to provide information on the role of Pride House and direct guests to the official pavilion 
celebration / cultural pavilion.  

3. Confirmation of funding and support in a timely manner. Longer lead times on financial and in-kind support from 
the city and other agencies will allow for a better activations and opportunity for a wider community engagement.

PRIDE HOUSE GROUP 
Alpenglow Productions Corp.: Dean Nelson and Sunil Sinha were the executive producers 

XY, 1216 Bute Street, Vancouver: Jennifer Mickey was the host venue of the Pride House 

Community Groups: 

- Vancouver Frontrunners: Mark Rozenburg  

- HIM - Health Initative for Men: Andrew Poon, Matthew Taylor 

- Equal Play FC - Free Kick Foundation: Carrie Serwetnyk 

- BOLD Fest: Pat Hogan 

Engaged to be part of the pavilion: 

QMUNITY, West End BIA, Vancouver Pride Society, Out for Kicks, Timberline Dance Society, English Bay Swim / 
Polo Teams, Rainbow Refugee. 
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Alpenglow Productions 
dba Pride House Vancouver 2015 

Suite 1103, 1110 Cardero Street 

Vancouver, BC, V6G 2H4 

facebook.com/pridehouse1 Dean Nelson 
Executive Producer 

Work: 604.288.7218 

Email: dean@gaywhistler.com 

PRIDE 
HOUSE

http://facebook.com/pridehouse1
http://facebook.com/pridehouse1
mailto:dean@gaywhistler.com
mailto:dean@gaywhistler.com

